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Historical 

Background  

 

 

The Emancipation Proclamation, issued by the U.S. President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, during the third year of American Civil War, declared that all 

slaves held in the Confederate states in rebellion were to be set free. This aimed to weaken the South’s labor force and undermine the Confederacy's ability to sustain 

its war efforts. As a result, over 200,000 black slaves joined the war. Many hearts and minds were won over by this document. The proclamation was followed by 

the 13th amendment which abolished slavery. Before the amendment, slavery was still lawful in Confederate states as well as southern states captured by the North. 

The 1863 document set the stage for its abolition. 

 

 

 

Main ideas  

1. Abolition of Slavery: The central idea of the Emancipation Proclamation was to declare the freedom of enslaved individuals (more than 3.5 million slaves) 

in the Confederate states. It stated that all slaves held in those states "shall be then, henceforward, and forever free." 

2. Military Strategy: The Proclamation also had a strategic component. It sought to disrupt the Confederacy's workforce and weaken its economic and military 

capabilities. By offering freedom to enslaved individuals, it aimed to encourage them to escape from Confederate-controlled areas or to support the Union 

army. 

 

Worldwide 

Impact 

1. A powerful symbol of freedom and human rights. It demonstrated to the world that the United States was committed to ending the institution of slavery and 

advancing the cause of emancipation. 

2. The Proclamation influenced international opinion regarding the American Civil War. It helped to sway public sentiment in favor of the Union cause and 

discourage foreign governments from supporting the Confederacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Criticism 

 

The Proclamation was controversial. Although the Emancipation Proclamation had freed most slaves as a war measure, it had not made slavery illegal.  

1. Limited Scope: The Emancipation Proclamation only applied to enslaved individuals in Confederate states that were in rebellion. It did not immediately 

free all slaves in the United States, including those in Union-held territories. The Proclamation did not go far enough in completely ending slavery, as it did 

not free almost 0.5 million slaves in the border states loyal to the Union (Maryland, Missouri, Delaware, Kentucky). 

2. Legal Basis: The Emancipation Proclamation was issued as an executive order and relied on President Lincoln's war powers as Commander-in-Chief. It 

overstepped constitutional limitations, as it did not have the support of Congress and only applied to rebel-held territories. 

3. Enforcement Challenges: The Proclamation faced challenges in its practical enforcement. Since it relied on Union military advancements and the eventual 

end of the Civil War, its immediate impact on the ground was limited. Enslaved individuals in Confederate states had to wait for the Union forces to liberate 

their areas. 

 

 


